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Life without 
electricity

Topical Tuesdays!

Hold a debate
Power cuts like the one mentioned in the article show just how much we rely on 
electricity. To save power and broaden our minds, everyone should be made to 
spend at least two hours a day with all electrical appliances switched off, except for 
essentials like lights and fridges.

Investigate

Writing challenge!
Choose one of the following writing warm-ups. 

2  Write a set of between five 
and seven instructions 

about what you think you 
could do to prepare for a 
power cut where you live.

Read the article and then try the following activities...

or1  Write an acrostic poem about being 
stuck at a railway station during 

a power cut. Each line should start 
with a different letter from the words 
TRAIN, DELAYED or POWER CUT.

We all rely on electricity but are we too dependent on it? Keep a mini-diary of how 
you spend a typical evening after school, including timings if you can. List every 
different thing you do, then draw a little lightbulb next to each one that needs 
electricity (including those that run on batteries because they will eventually run 
out of charge). Share your findings with your class. Are you surprised?
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What do you think?
• Is it fair to tell people what to do? 
• Is the climate emergency so important that we can’t leave it up to individual choice?


