
MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 

It was fantastic to see so many of you attend parents’ evening this week - this is such an important one as staff use the 

opportunity to share your child’s progress and attainment with you and I hope that you found the information they gave 

you useful. There was a bittersweet moment for a few Year 6 parents as the dawning realisation hit them that this was 

their last one as next term we have reports and an Open Afternoon but that is still a way away and there is still much to 

do! 

The pupils at Maple Tree are so focused in their learning and are always quick to share new knowledge and skills and talk 

confidently using key vocabulary - the expectation for some of this is astounding and to hear children being able to explain 

words such as ‘subitise’ and ‘graphemes’ and ‘split-digraphs’ from a young age shows how far they have come. 

We like to share what is going on in school and the relationships we have with parents are important to us - it strengthens 

our school community - so alongside this newsletter, you will also receive a copy of the minutes from our most recent  

Parent Forum which was held in school last week. These meetings are key as they enable you as parents to share  

questions and concerns with us but it is also an opportunity for us to give you information about how and why things  

happen in school. I understand that the last 2 meeting minutes have not reached you and I apologise for this oversight. 

We have added them to the Parent Forum page on the newsletter and will continue to upload them there as well as  

emailing them out with the newsletter. If you feel that you have missed a set of minutes or they have been delayed in 

coming out, please contact your class rep.  

I want to end by thanking staff for their enormous efforts this half term - you will have seen a snapshot of how busy this 

half term has been in the newsletters but this downplays what actually goes on and I cannot think of a team more  

deserving of their half term break! 

I hope you all have a good half term too and we will see you on Monday 26th February.  
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Travel Plan 

As part of our responsibility to the health, wellbeing and safety of all within our school community, we have created a 

travel plan, shared with the local authority, which gives us the opportunity to think about sustainable travel and  

improvements in this area. For example, some of the things we already do include: walk-to-school weeks, Bikeability  

courses, school travel surveys, bike maintenance sessions, Santa challenge etc. There are a number of key areas we still 

want to promote such as increasing the children’s education of road safety, reducing the number of cars on surrounding 

roads at the start and end of the day and appointing pupil travel ambassadors.  

We wanted to let you know we have been accredited a green award by Modeshift Stars which is the Centre of Excellence 

for the delivery of Effective Travel Plans in Education, Business and Community settings. The 

scheme recognises schools that have shown excellence in supporting cycling, walking and other 

forms of sustainable and active travel. We are proud of our award and our commitment towards 

promoting sustainable travel and look forward to sharing our exciting plans with you after half 

term.  

https://www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com/page/?title=Parent+Forum&pid=358
https://www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com
mailto:office@mapletreeprimaryschool.com
mailto:teacher@mapletreeprimaryschool.com


Can you help? 

 

 

 

 

Top Trumps needed! 

Over the coming months we would like to increase the activities and games  

available at lunchtime. This is being discussed with the children and one of the  

ideas they have had is having some Top Trumps sets.  As Spring half-term is  

approaching, some of you may be having a sort out of toys and games.  If you have 

any sets of Top Trumps that you no longer want, please can you kindly donate 

them to school for all the children to enjoy.    

Many thanks 

This week in Year 6 

Welcome to Elder class newsletter. We have been very busy again this half term with lots 

of amazing learning. Here is a snapshot of some our 

learning. 

Geography 

This term in geography we 

are learning about population 

and why it changes. We have 

explored ‘push and pull’      

factors for migration. We also 

identified the difference between a refugee and a migrant. We will also look at statistics from around the world 

and what impact climate change has on the world’s population. 

 Science 

We have been learning, firstly, about evolution and  

inheritance. We learned how different species have 

evolved and adapted over millions of years. We learned 

the scientific concept of inheritance and how some of our 

characteristics are adaptive or inherited. We also learned 

about how humans have evolved.  

Maths— this week we have been learning about algebra. 

We begin our understanding of algebra  using 1 and 2-step 

function machines. Next, we learn how to write an  

expression and how to substitute an algebraic letter for its 

value. We are making links to the order of operations 

(BIDMAS) and why this is so important. We have also applied simple formulae to help us solve problems.   

English 

We have been thoroughly  

immersed in our class text, Skellig. 

So far, we have written dialogue 

between the characters and setting 

descriptions. Next half term we will 

write a non-chronological report 

and narrative dream sequence. 

History 

In history lessons we are learning 

about how the census can tell us 

about our local area. We have 

looked at examples of a census 

and identified the information we 

can learn from it. 

Finally, again, thank you for all of the support you have given the children over the term with their  

reading and homework. We are now firmly in the run up to our SATs assessments. This is a time for  

every child to show how amazing they are. However, this is not a time to worry  - in school we reassure 

the children that they should try their best. We are so proud of all they have achieved so far this year.  



 

 

 

 

What is NumBots?  

NumBots is an online  maths  learning  platform  that  helps  children  learn  how  to  add  and  subtract,  improving  their   

fluency  and  recall  in  basic  mental  maths,  and  equipping  them  with  maths  confidence.  NumBots  covers  subitising,  

number  bonds,  and  addition  and  subtraction  of  double-digit  numbers;  gradually  helping  your  child  to  build  a  solid  

conceptual  understanding of number sense.   
 

Logging in: 

NumBots is accessible via browser (play.numbots.com) or via the app, which is free to  download on Amazon, Android and 

Apple devices. Children in EYFS to KS1 have a Numbots account. On occasions, some children may continue to use Numbots in 

LKS2. This will be on an individual basis that the class teacher will decide upon with your support. Children will automatically 

be given a TT Rockstar account in LKS2 to help them become fluent in their times tables recall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unlocking Challenge Mode: when children start NumBots, Challenge Mode is locked. Challenge Mode unlocks when players 

pass Stage 2 (Iron): Level 26 in Story Mode. 
 

How long should my child play? 

We encourage a healthy screen time. Approximately 10 minutes in EYFS – KS1. This can increase to 15 – 20 minutes as  

children go through KS2. 

play.numbots.com


The New Way to Report that Your Child is Absent: 

We’re pleased to announce that Maple Tree Primary School is introducing a new, more efficient and secure system 

for reporting your child’s absence due to illness, called Studybugs.  

If you haven’t already, please get the free Studybugs app, or register on the Studybugs website, and use it to tell us 

whenever your child’s ill and unable to attend school. Get the app or register now https://studybugs.com/about/

parents 

Free NSPCC Training for all Adults in the UK 

Here at Maple Tree we teach the children to ‘Speak out and Stay Safe’ using the NSPCC resources and now 

they have launched a brand new campaign for adults to ‘Listen up, Speak up’ including 10 minutes free 

training.  

It takes a village to raise a child. And it takes a community to keep children safe.  

That’s why the NSPCC are encouraging every adult in the UK to take their 10-minute digital training and 
learn how to listen up and speak up for children. 

Listen up, Speak up will show you:  

 some signs a child might be at risk, and steps you can take to help 

 how to approach difficult conversations to help keep children safe 

 who you can contact if you’re ever concerned about a child or their family. 

https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://studybugs.com/about/parents
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/support-us/listen-up-speak-up/sign-up/


 

 
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

Monday 19th February Half Term week 

Monday 26th February FoMT Disco 

Thursday 7th March World Book Day 

Friday 8th March FoMT Mother’s day gift shop  

Thursday 21st March 2.30pm Parent Forum 

Thursday 28th March 9.10am Reception and KS1 Easter  

assembly - parents welcome 

Thursday 28th March 9-10.30am Pre-school Easter activity 

session. If attending the Easter assembly, please do feel free 

to join us afterwards.  

Thursday 28th March FoMT Easter activity afterschool 

Friday 29th March Easter holiday begins 

 

Term dates for 2024-2025 can be found here. 

Week beginning 12th February  2024 

The best attendance award is presented to:  

class! 

Mulberries 

92% 

Fir (YR) 

93% 

Yew (Y1)  

95% 

Aspen (Y2)   

95% 

Rowan (Y3) 

97% 

Poplar (Y4) 

97% 

Juniper (Y5) 

94% 

Elder (Y6)  

93% 

Sycamore (Y6)   

94% 

Our target is 

97% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back after half term! 
 

This week’s  

House Winners      

 

  

 

 

https://www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=67







